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Visit Deluge Online: http://deluge.metrolife.org
Join the mailing list to stay updated

Friend us on Facebook
What is Deluge?   

From http://deluge.metrolfie.org/what-is-deluge
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Deluge is the student ministry of Metro Life Church. Our goal is to serve and support parents in the critical, God-given task of raising a generation to serve the purposes of God.

The youth group is led by Jesse Phillips, a parent leadership team, student council and discipleship group leaders.

Our monthly program is very simple. We meet on the second Saturday and fourth Wednesday of each month at Metro Life Church. Although we’re serving the parents of our church, we welcome parents and students from other school and churches as well.

2nd Saturday Worship and Teaching – we gather for worship, teaching and fellowship on the second Saturday of each month, starting at 7:00 pm.

4th Wednesday Discipleship & Parent meeting – we have discipleship groups that meet on the fourth Wednesday of each month (7:30 pm). These groups are led by men and women from our Undivided ministry. While the students are meeting together, the parents form their own group to meet for teaching and discussion as well.

Welcome

Metro Youth and Deluge students and parents:


Psalm 103:8 says that God is “merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.” Praise God that he has not treated us as our sins deserved, but poured out his wrath on his sinless Son so that our sins could be atoned and we could live under his mercy.


As we embark on a new school year, I believe God wants to encourage us by reminding us of his patience with each of us. As believers who still wrestle with temptations and remaining sin, we have certainly tried God’s patience. Although we’ve been slow to learn, God is also slow to anger. We have deadlines, timetables, goals and objectives for which we want to see measurable progress made. We will undoubtedly be tested when that progress doesn’t occur as quickly as we would like. Isn’t it good to know that the same grace that invaded our hearts by the patient mercy of God is also present to help us respond patiently as well? 


I believe we are on the cusp of seeing tremendous progress made in our Metro Youth and Deluge ministries. Tonight you are going to hear about some programs being expanded and new ones started. There is a tremendous sense of momentum being created by the desires of countless parents and students to engage like never before. I have told many people over the last few months, “I’ve got so many people wanting to get involved in the youth ministry that we’re going to have to start doing a lot more just to keep everyone busy.” 

It’s very rewarding to hear young adults beginning to demand certain things from Metro Youth and Deluge, expressing the very heart of passion for God that has been preached on and prayed for, yet convinced these things are their ideas. May God fan that gift into flame.


Although growth has been and will continue to be steady and perhaps painfully slow at times, God is patient and merciful toward us. He is the one bringing the incremental growth that the plans we will discuss tonight represent. Through your involvement as parents, students, and through praying for us as a church, Metro Youth and Deluge will continue to play a vital role in advancing the mission of Metro Life Church, the proclamation and application of the gospel in our lives and throughout this community.


Thank you for your passion for the gospel, your desire to see another generation commissioned to partner in that gospel mission, and your faithfulness to give your lives away in service to Christ. It’s an honor to serve our savior with you.

Jesse Phillips
Discipleship Groups
	Grade
	Ladies
	Gentlemen

	6th
	Janelle Leach
	John Couch and

Derek Kubik

	7th
	Kathy Peschau
	

	8th
	Hannah Masri
	

	9th
	Allison Milliner
	Jake Phillips

	10th
	Julia Knowles
	Jordan Bellamy

	11th
	Heather Walter
	Ian Normand

	12th
	Hannah Corbett
	


Parent Leadership Team


We describe Metro Youth and Deluge as a parent-based youth ministry. There are several components to this philosophy. Fundamentally, we believe that the best way for the pastors to serve the families in the church is by equipping and supporting parents in their god-given task of raising men and women of God to take their place as servants and leaders in the church. Parents, not pastors, carry the primary burden of responsibility for child training.


However, there is an important component of parent-based youth ministry that we are seeking to develop this year. Being a parent-based ministry means that we are also a parent-led ministry. While we certainly recognize the importance of a robust student-leadership component, having strong parental leadership is crucial to our success as well.


We are utilizing an “open forum” leadership body, consisting of any parents who would like to play a role in helping us accomplish our ministry goals. I am leading the team of parents by establishing the ministry goals and objectives for the year, and will work with the parental leadership group to strategize and determine the best way to meet those goals, assessing our calendar and student leadership council to see how we can best position the resources that the church is investing into this generation to produce the most fruit.


Since this is an open forum, any parent can come to the meetings. For the sake of continuity we would ask that parents commit to regularly come for a year or some other significant length of time. Once engaged in the leadership group, parents are encouraged to form smaller groups and committees to manage events and activities (i.e. Sr. Appreciation Luncheon).


Our parent leadership team meets every other month on the fourth Sunday, after the Metro Youth meeting. Our next meeting is on September 26th at 1:00 PM. I would love to see you there.
Metro Youth Monthly Calendar


One consistent bit of feedback I have received from parents is the desire for a number of additional activities and contexts for interaction and fellowship to be created for Metro Youth. Middle school is such an important time of life, in which so many young adults’ hearts are receptive to learn and receive from the Lord like never before. I have seen the severe limitations of meeting with this group for one hour each month.


Jack Reilly and John Couch have offered to help organize a monthly Metro Youth activity, which will allow both the young men and women a chance to interact, get to know each other and build their friendships in some ways that might not be possible on a Sunday morning. These events will take place on the second Sunday of each month after the Sunday meeting. Some of them will be immediately afterwards, perhaps using our field or church building, and others may take place later or off-site. Jack and John are preparing a schedule of events for the year, and we will make that available at our next Metro Youth meeting.


As mentioned above, we will be forming discipleship groups for Metro Youth. These will meet on the fourth Sunday of the month. Our meeting will start at 11 am like it has in the past, and will consist of a time of teaching followed by a discipleship group discussion. Since there is nothing immediately following the Sunday meeting, we will extend our meeting until 12:15. Our monthly schedule is as follows:

2nd Sunday (afternoon)
Fellowship & Activities
4th Sunday (11:00 – 12:15)

Teaching & Discipleship Groups
Deluge Student Council
As we mentioned in our discussion on parental leadership, an important element to our success this year is a vibrant student leadership. Things don’t just magically happen. Whenever God wants to accomplish something through the church, he doesn’t just do it in a vacuum. We don’t just go to sleep, wake up, and find that in the middle of the night, while we were sleeping, God did something amazing without us even knowing.

God gets stuff done by moving on people’s hearts to desire that something would happen, agitating them as it were, until they seize the opportunity and take responsibility to act and make it happen. Over the past several months, an unprecedented number of parents and students have started doing this very thing. I talk with young adults frequently who are taking that initiative, telling me they want to meet with me and talk about Deluge because they have ideas that they want to see happen. This is the very thing I have been praying would happen, and it’s very rewarding to see it coming to fruition.

We want to create a context where this student leadership can be cultivated, challenged and ultimately flourish to benefit all of Deluge. That is why we are establishing a Student Council. We are looking for 6 or 7 high school students, young men and women interested in accepting this leadership and service challenge by being part of the Student Council, and providing servant leadership for various Deluge activities throughout the year. If you are interested in being part of this group, please talk to your parents and then fill out a questionnaire we have prepared to help us assemble this group. 

The questionnaire has been included in the material you received tonight. I’m asking that you would fill that out and get it back to Lisa or me by our next Deluge meeting on September 11. We will take all of the applications and try to place each individual where they will be able to most effectively serve and grow. If there are a lot of applications, which I hope there are, it may mean that we put some folks on the Student Council, and others on what we’re calling Action Teams that work with the student leadership on various events and activities.
A great need of any generation is men and women who will rise up to the challenge of leadership and allow God to use them to make a difference in the lives of others. High school is a time when God often begins to form the character in us and provide learning experiences that will prepare us for the challenges and fruitfulness he has for us in the future. Serving on the Student Council will be a context in which this leadership development can occur.

Here’s a summary of the schedule and timetable for establishing this council:

Application form

Due September 11

Special first meeting September 22

Meets every 2nd Saturday, 5:00 – 6:30

Scripture Memory Club

We have a scripture memory club that has been meeting over the last year. One of the greatest spiritual disciplines is the memorization of scripture, hiding the word in our hearts so that we might not sin against God. These individuals memorized the entire book of Philippians and various members of the club recited the entire book on Sunday morning. We believe this will be a great challenge for any students who want to be involved and are going to invite our young adults to participate in this club as well. Please sign up if interested.
Music Training and Leadership

Choirs: Rehearsals for all choirs will be held on Sunday afternoons (noted below) from 1p-3p.  We hope that this will enable families to participate together without it being a burden on the schedule!  Even if you aren’t normally a part of our choirs we invite you out to an information meeting on Sunday, September 12th at 1pm where we will discuss plans for all of our choirs in the months ahead.  There is no audition necessary and this is a great opportunity to serve along with other groups of vocalists, learning what it means to be of one voice before an audience of one.

Middle School Choir: Middle School students (6th - 8th graders) have an adventure ahead! Our middle school choir will be helping the kids in Truth Quest dig for the “nuggets of gold” found in God’s Word.  Under the direction of Stephanie Jessee, the choir will be involved in the Kids Assembly each quarter and will help teach songs and hand motions based on the Sovereign Grace Music project, “Walking with the Wise.”  
· Performance Dates: August 29th / October 31st / TBD Dates in 2011

· Rehearsal Dates: Sept 12, Sept 26, Oct 10, Oct 24, Nov 7, Nov 2


High School / Adult Choir: 9th graders to 99 years old: You are invited to join with other voices this Christmas in presenting the Good News of our Redeemer on Sunday morning December 19th. Rehearsals will happen two Sundays a month between September and November with a Dress rehearsal on Saturday afternoon, December 18th. 

· Performance Date: Dec 19
· Dress Rehearsal Date: Dec 18
· Rehearsal Dates: Sept 12, Sept 26, Oct 10, Oct 24, Nov 7, Nov 21, Dec 18

‘Band 101’: For Middle School/High School students - Do you ever wonder how you can take what you are learning in your music lessons at home (i.e, piano, guitar, french horn, etc) and use those things to serve the church? Wonder how to practically apply music theory to a live worship environment?  We will cover what it looks like to play a part in a band, how to listen for your place, playing the right things at the right time and proper dynamics depending on the song/setting.  We will also learn how to read the charts that we use on our worship teams.  This is sure to be a fun time together learning from each other and learning how we can do one thing well with our musical abilities – worship God!

· Dates: Sept 25, Oct 9, Nov 13
Deluge Band: Opportunities like the choirs and training time together with other musicians (through musical open houses, etc.) is intended to prepare students for participation in the deluge band and in the long term get them ready for serving in various worship teams around MLC.  If you are interested in participating now in the deluge band either as a musician or vocalist, please sign up for a worship team audition.  Even if you are just looking for feedback on things to work on in the months ahead so you can be prepared for the worship team, this would be a good opportunity to get some practical feedback on items you can work on to improve your musicianship or vocal abilities.

· Date: Oct 2 (part of WT auditions)
Music Open House: If you are a musician at Metro Life Church you are invited to participate our Music Open House!  This is something we plan to do in the upcoming months and is a time for you to come in and jam with other musicians and work on fine tuning skills, either as individuals or in musician groups.  More info to come on this in the days ahead. All are welcome, even if you aren’t already serving in these other areas – this is a great way to get involved with music and the arts at Metro Life Church.

· Dates: Oct 16, Nov 13

Technical Teams: So, you aren’t into music?  That doesn’t mean all of these musicians don’t need help… and a lot of it!  We have teams and openings that range from recording the meetings to running lights and graphics for various events, as well as designing and publishing content.  If any of these areas interest you, please see Chris Jessee, Jon Klinect or Jordan Chew for additional information and let’s use the strengths and abilities that God has given to serve Him well! 
Timothy Project


One great need in our church is discipleship for children of single parents, especially sons with single moms. The importance of the role of the father in the spiritual development of a young man cannot be overstated. Sadly, due to a variety of circumstances, various young men in our church do not have the luxury of a father who is actively involved in their lives, presenting a great opportunity for other men in the church to fill a vital role by taking these young men under their wings, demonstrating godly character worth emulating, and building a relationship through which the values of biblical masculinity, strong Christian faith and leadership can be demonstrated and hopefully imparted to these young men.

As we prepare to take the next step of discipleship in Deluge, I would like to see a mentoring program develop specifically for sons of single moms, which may in due course expand to others, but in the immediate period will serve some of the needs stated above.

Right now I am working with Howard Owsley. Our goals over the next few months are to establish the following things:

1. Recruiting and maintaining list of mentors
2. Establishing guidelines with respect to the contexts for and frequency of interactions
3. Mechanism for communication with overseeing pastor and single parent

This program will essentially consist of facilitating regular interactions between some of our churches faithful men who are good examples of godly character and young men in the church, with follow-up communication with parents and the pastor. We would focus on the sons of single moms at first, and reevaluate after 6-12 months to see if there is a need to expand it to serve others. We would call it the “Timothy Project” capturing the discipleship/mentoring aspect of the Paul/Timothy relationship, as well as the practical instructions in 1 Timothy 5 on serving the various needs and demographics within the church. Our church’s emphasis on discipleship has prepared and equipped us for greater involvement in this arena. This project is a specific way you can get involved to serve a very real need to truly impact the lives of these young men.

The next step is to meet and work out the three goals above. If you are interested in being a mentor, or if you are a single mom who would like help in this arena, please let us know if you are interested in being involved in this. We will be meeting 
Mission:X
 
Over the last 8-10 years, Mission:X has sent teams consisting primarily of high school and college aged individuals, as well as parents and other adults, to seven countries outside of America (Cuba, Haiti, Entre Rios and Lapaz Bolivia, Santiago and Santo Domingo Dominican Republic, Canada, Whales and the Bahamas) and five American cities (Titusville, New Orleans, Sarasota, Miami and Daytona). 

 
Hundreds of students have raised funds and embarked on various trips to perform construction, medical services, evangelism and various other tasks related to serving the local churches and ministries with whom we have established close relationships.


This year we are planning on another round of domestic and international trips. Right now we are in the initial planning stages and would encourage you to begin seriously considering what it will take for you to participate financially. At minimum wage ($7.25/hr), working 10 hours a week for the next 6 months would earn you $1,885, enough to pay your way entirely on most of our trips. Please consider the effect of small, early investments even before your more aggressive fundraising.


We will be in touch on Mission:X and our other initiatives over the coming weeks.
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